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Sermons, Essays and Addresses of the Centennial Methodist
Conference: Held in Mt; Vernon Place Methodist Episcopal
Church, Baltimore, MD., December 9-17, 1884; With a Historical
Statement The proposal to celebrate the Centenary of the
Christmas Conference of 1784 raised in some minds the
question whether Methodism was not exhausting the
possibilities of centennial anniversaries. There had been one, it
was recalled, in 1839, another in 1866, and now a third was
suggested all within a period of fifty years. Would it not
minister to confusion and vainglorying to have centenaries so
frequently? The best reply, perhaps, to these doubts is to point
to the fact and character of the Conference held last
December, in Baltimore, and to add that if Methodism, brief as
is its history, is pregnant with epochs as with results, no
apology is necessary for the multiplication of centennial
observances. The justification is in the importance of the events
commemorated, each of which is charged with great historical
significance. The first sisnalizes the rise of a movement which
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