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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the INTRODUCTION. In the month of July, 1899, the undersigned,
being a visitor at Southampton, Long Island, N. Y., suggested a somewhat novel form of literary entertainment
in our summer communities. It was the oGer of a prize for the best answer to the question What is Charm? This
contest recalled the open competition of the mediaeval Troubadours of which perhaps the Academie des Jeux-
Floraux of Toulouse in the south of France was the outcome, and which was aJerwards perpetuated by the
liberal endowment of the renowned Clemence Isaure. There is, however, this diGerence, that the competition of
the Jeux-Floraux was open and personal, while this one was to be in writing and anonymous, the answers being
all under noms de plume. The Southampton community was informed of the undersigned s intention by means
of printed circulars (copies of which appear on the next page) posted in the Public Library, club houses and
other appropriate semi-public places. It will be seen that competitors were induced to enter the lists under noms
de plume, being assured that the names of the unsuccessful would remain unknown, unless they subsequently
consented to their publication. From the first appearance of the circular to the final meeting of the Committee
a little more than a week elapsed, a time limit having been fixed, and sixty-nine communications were received,
prose and verse being about equally represented. On the afternoon of July 25th, at 4 o clock, by invitation of Mr.
Samuel L. Parrish an informal tea was given at the Art Museum of Southampton, upon which occasion there
were assembled about two hundred guests in whose presence were read the communications of the...
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