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Balkan Peninsula had been a serious menace to the peace of Europe, and since the Berlin Treaty in 1878 and
the final rectification of the boundary line between Greece and Turkish territory there had been great
discontent, especially in Greece. It was claimed that the intention of the treaty had not been carried out, and
that part of Macedonia and Epirus should properly belong to Greece. There had been continual uprisings in
Greece and raids for the purpose of regaining this territory. So-called patriotic societies, more or less secret,
had been formed in Greece, from time to time, whose avowed object was to restore to the fatherland their
claimed rightful territory, and a glance at the history of Greece will show how important a part they had
played. At the time of the breaking out of the war the Ethnike Atairia was very powerful. This society had been
formed by the union of the three so-called patriotic societies, The Charitable Brotherhood of Epirotes, The
Macedonian Brotherhood, and The Hellenismos. It exercised a powerful influence on the government of Greece.
Arms and equipments had been purchased and troops were organized and controlled by the society. Funds
came in from every quarter of the globe, and preparations were both secretly and openly made for the war. At
this time came the rising in Crete, the flight of the Christian refugees, and the excitement caused...
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