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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 128 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.3in.The Abyssinian expedition has, from the time
it was first determined upon, attracted an amount of attention, not only in Great Britain but throughout the
civilised world, altogether disproportionate to the strength of the army employed, or to the extent of the
interests at stake. The total force engaged was under, rather than over, 10, 000 men; not one-fifth the strength
of an army which we might ourselves put into the field for a campaign in India; scarcely a fiftieth of the force at
the command of either of the great Continental Powers. It was clearly not the magnitude of the expedition,
then, which attracted attention: it was the extraordinary and novel circumstances under which it was
undertaken; the almost insurmountable difficulties to be overcome; the unknown nature of the country to be
traversed, and the romantic disinterestedness of the motives which led England to embark upon it, which has
rendered it one of the most interesting and notable campaigns ever undertaken. Since the expedition of Pizarro
and Cortes in the middle ages, no such novel and hazardous expedition is on record. The country itself was like
that of the far-famed Prester Johneverything about it smacked of the marvellous. It was more mountainous,
more inaccessible, more war-loving, more wild than any other country in the world. The king with whom we
waged war was a potentate who by his military talents had raised himself from a comparatively obscure
position to the sovereignty of all Abyssinia: he was enlightened beyond his race; patronised strangers,
encouraged manufactures, endeavoured in every way to improve the condition of his country, and was yet a
bloodthirsty tyrant. The people themselves were a strange...
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