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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .again prompts the sad reflection how so often human and divine justice
are so utterly contradictory, because the former judges the external deed only, while the latter undoubtedly
takes into consideration the whole series of causes which have involuntarily brought about the deed.
Sometimes it is unavoidable, but in most cases the fault lies with the excessive severity of the laws, which in the
end results in bribes given by those who can pay them, and does not lessen vice but instead leads to other
crimes. Against such barbarity poets should direct their attacks, if they really want to be poets of the people.
Depict cruelties, abuses, vices and crimes, for the existence of which the prevailing religion, the severity or
caprice and unnaturalness of many a law code is to blame. 39 Pestalozzi, after discussing the circumstances
which led a young woman to commit infanticide, concluded: O you judges! The girl loved her babe, but
because of your penal laws she killed it. 40 But the main attack against existing law was directed against its
incompatibility with natural law. Justus Moser, who invariably defended current law and custom, in an essay
Ueber die zu unsern Zeiten verminderte Leipzig, 1778, XXII, 7Sff. 40 In Ueber Gesetzgebung und Kindermord, p.
409. For similar opinions see Schlozer, Stats-Anzeigen, X, 352f.; Idem, V, 386; VII, 262f. Schande der Huren und
Hurkinder classed every unmarried mother as a harlot and had absolutely no sympathy for her or her child.
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