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firmly persuaded that there is not in their way a better Sett of Men, generally speaking, than the Freeholders of
England. They are a brave, open, plain and direct People, and when fairly left to themselves to chuse their
Representatives, always chuse such as are, or appear to be, true Friends to their Country. I could instance
several Elections formerly, and one or two of late, where the Temper of the People, without any Assistance or
Countenance from Court or Treasury, carried it for Honest Men under great Temptations to the contrary; and |
cannot recollect one bad Parliament, but may be easily accounted for from the Electors being Bribed, and
notoriously Tamper d with, from false Returns made by Sheriffs and other Officers, or lastly from some
extravagant Prejudices scattered and cultivated among the People, who wanting proper Means of Information
are obliged to take Things at second Hand, and are therefore liable to gross Mistakes. As the Cafe now stands,
the honest Part of the Nation is to wrestle with each of these Disadvantages in a higher degree than perhaps
was ever known; and we can scarce expect Things will take a happy Turn, unless one Side abates considerably
of their Zeal, and the other recovers new Spirit: Neither of which seems very promising as yet; since nothing is
omitted on the one hand to Poison the Country, and on the other scarce any Thing is attempted by way of
Antidote. Not that there is wanting a good Disposition in the People: In many Places several of the ordinary Sort
have the heroic Vertue...
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