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one really scholarly book about the past is worth a hundred fanciful works of futurology. Morris is the world's
most talented ancient historian, a man as much at home with state-of-the-art archaeology as with the classics
as they used to be studied . . . He has brilliantly pulled oH what few modern academics would dare to attempt: a
single-volume history of the world that oHers a bold and original answer to the question, Why did the societies
that make up 'the West' pull ahead of 'the Rest' not once but twice, and most spectacularly in the modern era
aJer around 1500? Wearing his impressive erudition lightly indeed, writing with a wit and clarity that will
delight the lay reader Morris uses his own ingenious index of social development as the basis for his answer."
Niall Ferguson,Foreign AHairs "A formidable, richly engrossing eHort to determine why Western institutions
dominate the world . . . Readers will enjoy [Morris's] lively prose and impressive combination of scholarship . . .
with economics and science. A superior contribution to the grand-theory-of-human-history genre" Kirkus
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debates, nor simple storiesalthough he has many stories to tell and tells them brilliantlybut a truemagister
vitae, 'teacher of life.' Morris explains how the shadowy East-West divide came about, why it really does matter,
and how one day it might end up. His vision is dazzling, and his prose irresistible. Everyone from SheHield to
Shanghai who wants to know not only how they came to be who and where they...
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