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Anchor. 1 Paperback(s), 2003. soft. Book Condition: New. In the fifth book in Alexander McCall Smith's cozy
mystery series (following The Kalahari Typing School for Men), the traditionally built, eminently sensible Mma
Precious Ramotswe has been asked by a wealthy lady to check up on several suitors: are these men really in
love with the lady or just her money? It is the very sort of problem Mma Ramotswe likes to solve, even though it
reminds her uncomfortably of her own delayed nuptials. Still engaged to the estimable Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni,
Mma Ramotswe knows that she should not put too much pressure on him to set a date, as he has other
concerns on his mind; not only must he shepherd and clean up after his inept apprentices, but the headstrong
matron of the orphan farm, Mma Potokwane, has also given Mr. Matekoni a hair-raising proposition that he
can't refuse. The first book in the series, The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency, was voted one of the International
Books of the Year and the Millennium by London's Times Literary Supplement, and inspired the HBO television
series of the same name. The agency at first consists of one woman: the charismatic Mma Precious Ramotswe
("the Miss Marple of Botswana", according to the New York Times Book Review), who specializes in rooting out
missing husbands and wayward daughters, con men and imposters. "The magnificent Mma Ramotswe acts on
intuition and common sense (she has little use for the book she ordered from abroad, The Principles of Private
Detection). Intelligent without being educated, sophisticated without ever having left her country, sharp without
malice, she is a delightful original and an evocative reminder of a calm, leisured way of life that still exists in
parts of post-colonial Africa. Some have seen in her a...
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