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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1876 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER IV. THE PRISON-REFORMER. ARLY in 1774, Howard
resumed his enterprise with fresh energy. From London he travelled north to Durham, Newcastle, Morpeth,
Carlisle; everywhere meeting with startling evidence of the wretched condition of the poor prisoner, who fared
equally ill whether he was guilty or innocent, a criminal or a debtor. Having visited the jails of Westmoreland
and Lancaster, he proceeded to Liverpool and then to Chester. Chester Castle, the county jail, he thus describes:
-- This castle is the property of the king. The first room is a hall or chapel. Down eighteen steps is a small court,
which was common to debtors and felons. It is lately divided; but the high close pales which separate the two
courts, now so very small, deprive both debtors and CHESTER CASTLE. 37 felons of the benefit of fresh air. The
former, in their free-ward, the Pope s kitchen; the latter, in their day-room, the King s kitchen. Both these are six
steps below the court: near the former is the condemned room. Under the Pope s kitchen is a dark room or
passage; the descent to it is by twenty-one steps from the court. No window; not a breath of fresh air; only two
apertures with grates in the ceiling into the Pope s kitchen above. On one side of it are six cells (stalls), each
about eight feet by three, with a barrack bedstead, and an aperture over the door about eight...
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