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its pleasures and its discontents - and they are written with an aesthetic asceticism in the service of truth.
Alternating between innocence and violent self condemnation, between the erotic and the elegiac, and between
thought and emotion, these poems represent a kind of midlife selving that chooses life. With his simultaneous
impulses to privacy and to connection, Cole neutralizes pain with understatement, masterful cadences, precise
descriptions of the external world, and a formal dexterity rarely found in contemporary American poetry.
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