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Summary: "Self-assured, elegant, and perceptive. . . [Bezmozgis] has created an unflinchingly honest,
evenhanded and multilayered retelling of the Jewish immigrant story that steadfastly refuses to sentimentalize
or malign the Old World or the New. Sholem Aleichem might well feel proud. And perhaps so too might Philip
Roth and Leonard Michaels."Adam Langer, The New York Times "Bezmozgis overturns our cliched expectations
of immigrant idealism . . . Strikingly, he never pretends that his confused, self-interested characters are
admirable, virtuous or even likable, but he respects them nonetheless. His book pays tribute to their tenacity
and to their sometimes accidental courage . . . Bezmozgis laces even his darkest humor with pathos. While his
depictions don't flatter his subjects, they honor them by conveying each person's individual history, motivations
and truth."Liesl Schillinger, The New York Times Book Review "The linked stories of David Bezmozgis's
acclaimed debut collection, Natasha (2004), measured a young Latvian Jew's life spent as a foreigner in a
foreign landNorth Americaand sketched an ever widening gulf between history and tradition and the
immigrant's Western experience. His perceptive and engaging first novel, The Free World , is anchored a few
years earlier than Natasha , in 1978 and records the Krasnansky family's existence in transitno longer in the
Soviet Union but not yet at its final destination." Time "David Bezmozgis's debut story collection Natasha , met
with the sort of critical reception that even grandiose adolescents are too realistic to expect . . . More recently,
The New Yorker included him on the roster every young writer dreams about: its 20 under 40 list, in June 2010. If
that final accolade seemed a little much last summersix years after the release of Bezmozgis' only...
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