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of a Campaign for School Hygiene in Minnesota In 1900 only 8 cities in America had any organized health work
in schools. Since that time over 400 cities have organized departments for the health supervision of school
children, and as Dr. Leonard P. Ayres remarks, this development is without parallel in the history of education.
To quote further from Dr. Ayres, No school (in 1900) had ever heard of a school nurse, for no city in the world
employed one; but to-day (1911) 76 American cities have corps of school nurses as permanent parts of their
educational forces and 48 cities employ staffs of school dentists. A few years ago the public schools made no
provision for the education of the blind, crippled, or mentally deficient, but now in New York City alone there
are more than 100 classes for mentally peculiar children, while arrangements are rapidly making for the care
of crippled and other classes of physically handicapped children. It was only as recently as 1909 that the first
open-air school for tuberculous children was opened in Providence, but to-day such schools may be found in
something over 40 cities. The special study of the mentally deficient child has engaged the attention of public
school educators for a period of less than three years, but at present plans are rapidly making in many
progressive towns and cities for the careful study of such children by the employment of exact psychological
methods. All these facts indicate that the physical care of children is engaging the attention of the serious-
minded school men. Yet, while all these facts are...
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